derstanding lie is, thro' his friends, an applicant for ea~ det's warrant, I unhesitatingly recommend Mm as promising to aquit himself of the obligations of that station studiously and faithfully.
W. J. WORTH, Lt. Col. ComeCp Fortrem Monrm,
With these credentials in his pocket, the discharged Sergeant-Major, aged twenty, went to Richmond, where no time was lost in attempting to place Mm at West Point. At Mr. Allan's request, Andrew Stevenson, the Speaker of the House, and Major John Campbell, under date of May 6, also wrote letters of recommendation, not of any interest now; and a week later James P. Preston, the father of one of Poe's closer school friends and representative of the district in Congress, lent Ms influence in these terms : —
BiCHJaosro,' YJU, May IQtk, !8£9. SIB:
Some of the friends of yoang Mr. Edgar Poe i»ve solicited me to address a letter to ye» in Ms &VOT I*-lieving that it may he useful to Mm in Ms «ppliea&» to the Government for military service. I know Mr. Poe and am acquainted with the fact of Ms having beea born, under circumstances of great adversity. I alao know from his own productions and other undoubted proofs that he is a young gentleman of genius sad taJ-eants. I believe he is destined to be distinguished, since he has already gained reputation for taleants and attainments at the University of Virginia. I think Mm possessed of feeling and character peculiarly intftling Mm
